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U.S. Military Bases in Europe – an overview

● U.S. military presence in Europe  

● Short history since 1990

● Main U.S. locations in Germany

● Countries with strong US expansion

● Local resistance

by Karl-Heinz Peil

from the campaign Stopp Air Base Ramstein
Contact: khpeil@gmx.de
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Number of U.S. military personnel in Europe 2022 

Number have 
increased significant 
until now. 

Published by Statista Research Department, Dec 5, 2023
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History of U.S. military presence in Europe

● Since 2015: Military training of NATO 
troops in Poland and Baltic states

● 2016: Opening of the first site of NATO 
missile defense system in Romania

● 2017: NATO's four multinational 
battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania and Poland fully operational – 
based on periodical rotation

● Since 2019: U.S. military facilities and 
permanent deployment of NATO forces 
in Eastern Europe

● Since 1990: General reduction of foreign forces after the end of the cold war

● 1997: NATO-Russia Founding Act and several additional agreements with main 
statement: No permanent deployment of NATO forces in Eastern Europe
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History of U.S. military presence in Germany
● 1990: 200.000 U.S. soldiers in Western Germany 

reduced to 70.000 until 2000 
(Eastern Germany: 400.000 Sowjet soldiers) 

● 2002 – 2005: Strong reduction of total number of 
bases and concentration to region Rhineland-
Palatinate with focus on Kaiserslautern and 
Ramstein

● 2012: Relocation of US Army HQ Europe and 
Africa from Heidelberg to Wiesbaden

● 2024: official 38.000 military staff - Total US 
persons with family members, civil 
employees,service providers, 
NSA and CIA approx. additional 40.000
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Main distribution
● US Garrison Rhinelan-Palatinate (incl. Mannheim)  - approx. 50.000 

persons in total

● US Army Garrison Wiesbaden: approx. 20.000 persons in total

● approx. 70 single locations

Main functional Structure
● Command centres: Stuttgart (EUCOM, AFRICOM), Wiesbaden (HQ 

US Army Europe and Africa), Ramstein (NATO, AIRCOM, US Air and 
Space Operations Center)

● Training areas: Hohenfels, Grafenwöhr, Baumholder

● Military logistic: Kaiserslauten (with Ramstein, Miesau, Mannheim)

Actual U.S. military presence in Germany
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U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart 

Main locations in Stuttgart (Germany)
● Patch Barracks:

– US European Command (EUCOM)
– Special Operations Command 

(SOCEUR) 
 - all special units in Europe

– National Security Agency (NSA) 
– European Centre

● Kelley Barracks:
– US Africa Command (AFRICOM)

- since 2007
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U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden:
Headquarters of the U.S. Army in Europe and Africa

● Security Assistance Group Ukraine unit is to 
be expanded into a NATO headquarters called 
NATO Security Assistance and Training for 
Ukraine 

● Multi-Domain Task Force (MDTF) stationed in 
Wiesbaden since the end of 2021 would 
become the operations center for the new 
cruise missiles

● 56th Artillery Command (part of MDTF) in the 
Mainz-Kastel district of Wiesbaden is intended 
to be the command center for the scheduled 
Dark Eagle, Tomahawks and SM-6  
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US Garrison Rhineland-Palatinate

● Kaiserslautern: 
couple of facilities US Army und US Air 
Force

● Landstuhl Regional Medical Center: 
largest hospital of US Army outside 
USA, new hospital Weilerbach next 
to  Air Base 

● Miesau Army Depot: 
largest ammunition depot of 
US-Army outside USA

● Training area Baumholder: 
i.e. training of Ukraine soldiers Source: Openstreetbrowser with military layer
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Ramstein: Headquarter of US Air Forces in Europe 
and Air Forces Africa 

Responible for planning, operation and support of Air Force operation in Europe and Africa, including: 

● Five main bases in UK and Germany (Ramstein, Spandahlem) an Italy 

● 80 further facilities in Europe and Incirlik (Turkey)  
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Global U.S. drone war via 
Distributed Command Ground System

Below: Air Base Ramstein 2017

Right: Air Base Sigonella (Italy / Sicilia) 2017

Right below: Sigonella 2020

All images: Google Earth
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NATO Allied Air Command (AIRCOM)
● since 1974 in Ramstein: NATO Air 

Force HQ

● Since 2004: Airspace surveillance in the 
Baltic States 

● Since 2019: NATO missile defense in 
eastern Europe  
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Nuclear Sharing of U.S. weapons in NATO countries

National military bases shared with U.S. military staff
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Norway April 2021:
Supplementary Defense 
Cooperation Agreement 
to give access to three 
air bases and one naval 
station.

Sweden Dec. 2023:
Agreement to give 
control to 17 military 
bases

Finland July 2024:  
Agreement to give US 
control over (at least) 15 
military bases  

U.S. military presence in Northern Europe
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U.S. military presence in Poland

● Powidz: 33rd Air Base and 
logistical centre within APS-2

● Several training areas
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Expansion of NATO in the Baltic States: Lithuania

● First foreign military base of German 

Bundeswehr in Lithuania with tank 

brigade scheduled to operate in 2026 

● Construction works started in 2024 as 

an extension to training area 

Rudninkai

● Full operational end of 2027 with 

5.000 people in residence (military 

staff and families)
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U.S. Army in the Baltic States

Stars & Stripes, Jan. 5, 2021:
The Army has, since 2019, been sending a battalion-
sized element to Lithuania for most of their nine-
month deployments, adding fire power near the 
heavily militarized Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, 
which is wedged between Lithuania and its southern 
neighbor, Poland. 
[...] The majority of the regiment's force is anchored 
in Poland, but smaller elements are spread out along 
NATO’s eastern flank. 

Pabrade
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U.S. Air Force Expansion at Constanţa in Romania

● In terms of area, the Mihail Kogălniceanu 

base will be 50% larger than Ramstein 

and become the largest NATO military 

base in Europe. 

● Around 11,900 military personnel will be 

relocated from Germany, almost 5,600 will 

be transferred to other NATO countries 

and 6,400 will return to the USA (for 

rotating missions)

● A total of 2.7 billion US dollars has been 

budgeted

More info: 
https://visualbases.org/mihail-kogalniceanu-constanta/
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Resistance against US Air Base Ramstein
Continous weeks of actions from 2015 until now
including International Congress against Military Bases  

More info: https://stoppramstein.de

https://stoppramstein.de/
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Restistance against Spanish-U.S. Naval Station Rota

Protests since 1985
Image: Annual march (No. 23) 
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NoMuOS: Resistance in Niscemi (Italy / Sicily) 

The M.U.O.S. (Mobile User 
Objective System) is a military 
telecommunication system of 
the USA Navy. 
The scope of this complex 
infrastructure is the control 
and coordination of USA 
military systems around the 
world. 

More info: 
https://visualbases.org/niscemi-
radar-station-muos/
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More info: https://visualbases.org
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